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Four cO-0P members share how they
successfully cut their energy

how you can, too.

ROBIN ROENKER

bills—and

A

ENERGY STAR




M With theﬁhe‘fp of Lnerqy advisor Barbie
‘CoadwinBenter, Thelma and Robert Woods,
members of Shelby Energy Cooperative, also
pictured on previous pages, have reduced their
electric usage by nearly half since building their
new home. Photo: Thomas Hart Shelby

by nearly half in
Tgy-efficient home
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nergy Home Program

home? Touchstone Energy Homes typi-
ergy than the same home puilt to typical
o-ops offer incentives for new homes
Energy Home Program.

t with energy efficiency in
standards for insulation,
nd heating and cooling
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fhe rouchstone E

Thinking of building a new
cally use 20 percent less en
construction standards. Areac
that qualify for the Touchstone
Touchstone Energy Homes are buil
mind and must meet a series of minimum
windows, exterior doors, water heaters, a
ducts.

Be sure to check with your coope
process, as the initial certification visit must occur pefore the home's

drywallis installed, advises Barbie Goodwin, an energy advisor with
Shelby Energy. “\We encourage customers to share the Touchstone
Energy Home checklist with their builder, SO that the puilder knows

exactly what is required,” she says.

Check with your electric co-op to find o
Touchstone Energy Home Program and as
sheet and pre-drywall checklist to share with your

rative early on in the building

ut if it participates inthe
k for the specifications
builder.
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a big (unjnsulated)
she said. “It wag almost like having an
from.” Stuber’s audit helped HinkJe id hat needed additional insulation—Jjke the
bathroom, as well as her attic, under the house, ang beneath the ﬂooring. Sealing up these

leaks kept the ajr she was paying to heat and cool from eéscaping her home. Afterward, “the
house wag S0 much Warmer, and sq much qQuieter,” Hinkle says,

“The reality is, we see 5 lot of people in older houses that are underinsulated, » Stuber says,

room door, and hew windows,

“In Susan’s case, her heat Pump was outdateq and her compressor wag blown, which
meant her system wag Operating on €xpensive €mergency heat any time the heat pump
kicked in. o instead of costing her 80 cents an hour, jt would cost her over $2 an hour when ‘
the system was running in heat mode,” Stuber says. '

All the changes led to 5 dramatic drop in Hinkle’s monthly electrjc bill—from an average . . ‘ J
monthly usage of 1,456 kilowatt-hoyrg to just 944 kWh, a 35 percent reduction, or roughly F it
$64 per month in savings. i foTs

“I would encourage anybody to contact their Co-op, because they will help you make 5 list i o

of what you need to do,” Hinkle says. “With the list, you can make changes a5 You can afford
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What is a home

x

home énergy savings to-do list.
During an audit, your advis

or will point out areas where yoy may

tion, or aging “energy-hogging" a

takes about an hour, perhaps a little longer if a blower door test js
done,

What is a blower door test?

home’s windows, doors, or other exterior
Penetrations or in the ductwork,

CLASSIC METAL ROOFS offer wood shake beauty

A and lifetime durability.

i i dvanced
Aluminum construction and a o
! IC lymer coatings mean substan ial er
g ME%IFO%&%YSTEM; pos\a,vinqs with Energy Star Certification.
Bt ssicKY.com
| 1-877-960-7663 www.Cla
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lally, iately,” Pace says. “Wi
side lights to motion-sengor lighting, anq s -

i

;" ' " ’i ;:;Q‘_&-:ﬁ '

Update your light bulbs

Energy-efficient LED
bulbs typically use 75-80
percent less energy than
traditional incandescent
bulbs and can last 25 % 4
times longer, Replace your
home's five most-used
lights with ENERGY STAR
bulbs, and you could save
roughly $75 a year.




nd to seal the envelope of her home

against air leaks, which in her case weren’t all that hidden. could see the blinds moving due to
wind coming in around gaps in the windows, ” Hayden says.

To combat the draftiness, workers considerably increased the aging home’s insulation, adding
thick batting insulation across the attic floor and her basement ceiling, and installing blown-
in, cellulose insulation in the second-story gabled ceiling. They also sealed Hayden’s ductwork,
weatherproofed around all her windows and doors, and caulked and sealeq between all the furnace
registers and her floors.

New, energy-efficient model.

“The new refrigerator doesn’t kick on and off al] the time, and it doesn’t generate the heat that
the other one did,” Hayden says.

Between July and October 2016, Hayden says her electric usage dropped by 874 kilowatt-houyrs

The entire process, which took about three months, wag well worth jt, Hayden says: “1t’s definitely
benefited my entire life. | feel much more comfortable and safe here now. And the stress of trying to
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B Kenergy Corp. member a@“gﬁh‘fﬂaﬂ@eg g} efficient
Jeanne Hayden was able When replaci

to reduce her energy bill Cing old, outdated

and increase her comfort

energy-efficient mode appliances, look for
level by completing a

|
In general, ENERE S such as ENERGY STAR.

whole-home, energy- STAR-qualifi :
savings overhaul. Photo: ances qualified appii-
Willis Howard/Kenergy use up to 50
percent less energy
than standarg appli-
ances. Find out more at
Www.energystar.goy,
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Heat pump water heaters
canbeup to 70 percent more
efficient than conventional @
electric water heaters. When
you consider that heating :
water accounts for approxi-
mately 15 percent of ahome's
energy usé the savings edd
up quickly. In fact, @ family
of four could expect to save
roughly $400 ayear when
they replace their standard
electric water nheater with @ |
heat pump water heater.
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Walters Buildings

Toll Free 800. 558. 7800
waltersbuildings.com

; Quality Buildings Since 1958

i : Suburban - i i
AGY n - Commercial - Agricultural - Horse Barns & Arenas
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