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BY ROBIN ROENKER

ULTURES OFFER INTERPRETIVE LANDMARKS

EAUTIFUL BEGINNINGS

he United States is home to a rich and diverse

array of Native American tribes and cultures.

Exploring their stories offers a chance to learn

arich part of America’s story, one that’s some-

times glossed over in traditional history books.

A trip to any of the countrv’s thriving Native

American Cultural Centers proves that the stories, customs, art-

work and traditions of Indigenous Americans aren’t just a part of

American history; they’re a vital, vibrant part of our country’s
modern cultural fabric. Here are five your group should visit.
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AH-TAH-THI-KI MUSEUM
CLEWISTON, FLORIDA

The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum cutside of Clewiston,
Florida, from Fort Lauderdale, offers visitors an opportu-
aity to experience the Florida Everglades and the culture
of the Semunole Tribe of Florida firsthand

Sitpated on the Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation,
the Ah-Tah.Thi-Ki — in Seminole, “a place to learn" —
Museum features 6,000 square feet of gallery space with
more than 180,000 unique artifacts and archival items that
speak to the culture and history of the Seminole people

Permanent exhibits explore tribal history and aspects
of earlier life for the Seminole Tribe, early tools and modes
of transportation, methods of hunting and gathering foods
and how alligator hunting became part of the Seminole’s
cultural tradition

Qutside, visitors can enjoy a stroll along a one-mile
raised boardwalk, which winds through a 60-acre cypress
dome. It's not uncommon to see native Everglades wildlife
wcluding birds, alligators and even a black bear
The path leads to a re-created Seminole village, where
Seminole artisans demonstrate the craftsmanship behind
handmade goods including beaded jewelrv and baskets

T thank the main takeaway that we always want visi-
tors 1o have is that the Seminole Tribe is still here and that
they're thriving,” said Kate Macuen, the AhTah.Thi-Ki
Museum's director. "They have this truly amazing, deep
and rich history and culture”

Guided group tours of the museum and boardwalk,
including insights into how the Seminole people have used
the native plants and animals of the Everglades to survive
and thrive, are available by reservation

Onthe first Friday and Saturday of November each vear,
the Ab-Tah.Thi-Ki Museum hosts the American Indian Art
Celebration, which features artisans from the Seminole
Tribe and other Indigenous tribes

"We focus on dancers and singers, and we do alligator
wrestling shows,” said Macuen. “It's just a really fun two
days to explore and celebrate both Seminole art and culture
as well as other tribal and Indigenous cultures throughout
the United States.”

AHTAHTHIKI.COM




AKTA LAKOTA MUSEUM AND
CULTURAL CENTER
CHAMBERLAIN, SOUTH DAKOTA

The Akta Lakota Museom and Cultural Center in
Chamberlain, South Dakota, helps “conserve and present
the historical and contemporary story of the Northern Plains
people,” said Dixie Thompson, the museun’s director
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“Our exhibits illustrate how Native Americans have
adapted over the past 200 years to successfully Ve
their traditions and cultural heritage through rnoue—q art
forms and show how they continue to practice their sacred
veremonies today,” Thompson said
Upcoming rotating exhi lude The Gift, based on the
Lakota narrativ

The on.site s:t“ w'*em es handmade art, quilts, pu :“
jewelry and more crafted by members of Iocal tribes

On Tuesdays, the museum hosts a story '-1cur
elders from the Native commumnity share books celebrat
ing Lakota legends or cultural traditions. Althou ;..g“'
toward children, the event is suitable for everyone

“People of all ages love it," Thompson said
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Indlian Pocblo Cultural Center
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INDIAN PUEBLO CULTURAL CENTER
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
In the heart of Albuquerque, New Mexico, the Indian
peblo Coltural Center serves as a gateway to the 19 Pueblos
f New Mexico
"We offer a great place to be able to feel special
aura that these pueblos have,” said Beverlee McClure, the
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center’s vice president of cultural
and community engageme:
Here, visitors can £njoy an immer:
pue*-*‘w culture, from enjoying a native dance ceremony
n the courtyard to tastis al Indigenous dishes
j;-f:pzued by celebrated chef Ray Naranjo of the Santa Clara
ueble Groups can evenbook hands-on cooking classes at
the center’s newly added Indian Pueblo Kitchen
Pueblo artisans share daily demonstrations of jewel-
rv-making, basketmaking and other traditional crafts
s, offering guests a chance to interact
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Guided tours of the museum’s richly developed perma-
nent and ro oclatinge bits are available. Highlights inc Ld.f
exhibits of pottery and art from each of the pueblos, a
well as the history behind the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 C"'e
t5 the contributions of Pueblo women, including




U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland, the First Native
American cabinet secretar:
member of the Laguna Pueblo.

“It's a beautiful exhibit, and v
guests to be able to experience it,

One of the most popular do-:-:—r_: ;ed tours takes groups
to explore the more than 20 indoor and 'outdoor mural
on the grounds that have been painted by pueblo g
“It's a really unique experience because, in 1dd4t.u
to enjoving the beauty of these murals, guests also get to
learn Tbe S"-‘fliﬁidI'Cc' of the imagery for each particular
pueblo,” McClure said

INDIANPUEBLO.ORG
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