J Making a Difference S
to preserve farmiland while

adwocating for sustainable
urban growth.

FAYETTE ALLIANCE

FRIENDS of
FARMLAND

Fayette Alliance Advocates for Smart Land Use

in Lexington’s Urban and Rural Corridors
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hile undeniably beautiful and iconic, Fayette Countys _\jﬂr’

famed horse farms aren'l valuable merely for their scenery (j“f p

or even for their key rode in the Thoroughbred industry. :
These farmes — and Fayetle County agriculiure as a whiole — ane -

aleo crucial econumic engines for the region, helping fud the city’s v

econoy and improvies, the gquality of life for all citizens here. R
Understanding the faorms’ deep imgrortance, Fayette Allance —a &

nesrprofit land-use advocacy group celebrating its 15th anniversary this year — was founded r e
fo preserve and protect Fayetie County’s Brmland while advocating for smart, sustanable E A |
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Dwon Eobinson, a founder of the Fayetle Alliance, soys the quality
of life in Lexinglon is pretly extroordinary.”
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Greg Goodman, with wife Becky, is another alionce mfounder who understands a vibrant

wrban center is key Lo protecting farmlond.

growth within Lexingioans urban center.

“Fayette Alliance was really born out of this desine to ensure
that Lexingion grows in a responsible and sustainable way!” saixl
Erittany Roethemeier, the groups executive director. “And that
s connecling our vibrant city with our beautiful and produc-
tive Brmband. 1% the balance between the two that’s =o critical
o owr fulure™

Preserving what makes Lexington unique

Fayette Allance was foundad in 2006 by several citimens
inclisding Don Robinson of Winter Quarter Farm, Greg, Good-
man of Mt Brilliant Farm, John Phillips of Darby Dan Farm,
Jimnany Bell with Godolphin, Hden Alexander of Middkdbrook
Farm, and others who were concerned about plass for a
proposed large-scale subdivision development on a horse Grm
along, the Russell Cave Road corridor.

At a time when bocal government laders and planniong com-
missdon members were facing mounting pressure from certain
sectors o expand lind use in the county for bousing, farm
preservation advocates felt the need to
band together in the form of Fayetle
Alliance. They hoped that by using a
umified voice informed by a data-driv-
en approach o smart kbod wse, they
coubd belp educale citizens and county
leadership alike about the vabee of ay-
riculiure to the area and get o seaf at
the talde of the decision muakers.

1 gt really conpelled by how we
treat farmband in Fayette County. |
recognized agriculiure as our signa-
ture economic driver — and that the
farms alko drive fourism here and
are why people want o live here”
said Hobinson, a former member of
the Lexingion-Fayette Urban County
Governments Planning Commission
who helped found Fayeite Alliance
and still serves on s foundations
board of directors.

“Everyone agreed that the qual-
r ity of life in Lexingion is pretty
i 1k extraordinary. You can travel from
the center of downtown 1o a horse

farm in the countryside within 15

‘The protection of horse farms
Srom urban developrent
initlally galvanized Fayette
Allinnce founders, but the
mission changed to indude
all farmiand,

minutes here, which is unlgue nationwide, really” Robinson said.

“The Thoroughbred industry employs thousands of people at all levels
and allows for beautiful nature to characterize the region as its brand.”
agreed Chauncey Morris, a Fayette Alliance beard member and executive
director of the Kentucky Thoroughbred Association and Eentucky Thor-
oughbred Owners & Breeders (KTA/KTOR).

Fut while a large part of Fayette Alliance’s initial mission was — and
remains —farmland preservation, it has expanded over its 15 years of ap
eration ta inchide advocacy for all agricultural operations in the county as
well as “smart growth” for the clty’s lnner urban core.

“We may have started by talking sbout [preserving| horse farms, but
oui mission quickly changed to include all agriculture as we educated ous-
selves,” said Greg Goodman, a Fayette Alliance board member and found-
er. "And, eventually, we figured out that the better downtown is, the less
people are going to come and tear up the farms. So, it's ended up that we've
worked on maore things that are inside the urban scrvice area than outside.”

“FAYETTE ALLIANCE
WAS FORMED TO BE
AN ONGOING
ADVOCATEFOR
HOW WE GROW."

— DON ROBINSON, COFOUNDER
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Rocthemeier agreed: “What beggan as a focus on protecting and
prouvding kand for equine purposes and agricultural industries
turned into this more holistic focus on not only ouwr fareband, bt
the pther sicde of the coin — how best i grow and develop the city

B el our needs as 3 comimunity”

Encouraging smart growth to benefit everyone

Since its founding, Fayette Alliance has worked diligenily to
proactively inform bocal planning and zoning policy with ne-
search-based data on the value of agriculture as well as sustain-
ablle land use.

Fayette Alliance’s work, in Reethemeers wonds, i “different
but complementary” to the land coservation work being done
by the Bluggrass Land Conservancy (BLC), a local noaprofit
Eandl trust, and the Purdhase of Developrsent Rights (FDR) Pro-
gram, a comservation progrum lamndwed in 2000 that is overseen
by the Lexingion-Fayelte Urban County Government’s Rural
Land Management Board.

“lhe work of the BLC and the PDR Program Lad the foun-
dation for 2 more comprehensive approach 1o smart land-use
policy and advocacy around these isues, which s how Fayette
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Epethemeier

says helping
decision makers
understand the
eoanomics of the
ocal ogricullure
industry has been
o "turning poinl”
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Abowe and opposite, an Evering in the Garden and the Esencland Blusgrass Internotional
Cup, both held at My Briliane Farm, are important fundraisers for the alliance.

Alliance came to be” Rocthemeier said,
While the three progruns might have

ilar broad goal farmland con-
servation — their specific approads 1o
preserving Farmland s different. “Our
advocacy and educational programming
around that work is what differentiates
us, but we all work together toward a
responsible wml susdainalbde future for
Lexington-Fayette County and Central
Kentucky overall” said Roethenweiern

For its part, Fayette Alliance focuses
on a three-pronged approach: pricritiz-
g, public education, research, and public
pobicy advocacy about responsible Lad
use.

Through partnerships with research-
ers at the University of Kentucky's Caol-
lepe of Agriculture, for example, Fayelte
Allzance has hdped fund studies that
illustrate agriculture’s key role in the
econony of the region.

“Agriculture bos a $2.3 billion economn-
i et o an annue] bass lere i Les-
imghon” sid Roethemeis. “Even mone
tangibly. one in 12 jobs in Lexington is

supported by agriculiure. And helping pol-
oy makers and decision makers understand
the economics of our local agriculture in-
dustry — that Farms aren’t just beantiful un-
used groenspace — las really been a lurning
point for us”

Since M6 the group has helped ush-

ore than 130 majer local Land-use

policies through wdvocacy with the Lex-
inglon-Fayette Urban County Government
annd its Planning Conumission, according to
Roethemeier.

“Planning and zoning policy shapes the
waty we live, work, and play in our commu-
nity! she said “Owr goal from the begin-
ning was o create an organized presence o
mpract ad inform conversation and deci-
sions around those issues. And our track re-
cond shows we've beon extremely successiul
in ding so”

Fayette Alliance has also funded rescarch
by mativnally recognized wban planning
firms to better winderstand existing ancas for
development within Lexington’ urban core.
Onve: stuady by Lond Aeck Sargent found that
Lexington currently has more than 17.000

acres of vacant or underutilized land within
its wrban services boundary with the op-
portunity for devidopment.

With that koowladge in land, “we can
theen adwocate for policies that work to max-
iz this land and promode a responsble
wse of our resources,” Koethemser said.

“We've never been anti-development.”
agreed Goosdoman.

In its work, Fayette Alliance has part-
nered with grougs such as the Coalition
for a Livable Lexington, Civiclex, Fayette
County Farm Burean, KTA/KTOB, Seed-
leaf, the Fayette County Meighborhood
Council, Black Soil, and others, to pronwste
the developament of and funding for afford-
able housing, improved access to public
transportation, imvesdment in bocal infra-
structure, urban agriculture, local eection
eucation, amnd other esenial services

wil the city’s urban center.

To help educate residents abwut snsart
growth, the group hosts a free four-week
educational program alled Grow Smart
Academy, which offers workshops on eco-
noanic developmenl, environmental  sus-

tainability, affordable houwsang, addressing
infrastructure challenges, and the way all of
e psses are related to bud-use policy.

During local dection years they also
host candidate forums, compile candi-
date questionnaires, and do more o ed-
ucate community members abaout where
their bocal candidates stand on important
land-use isswes that impact Lexinglon res-
ety daily lives.

“Fayette Alliance was formed to be an
ongoing advocate for how we are going o
grow said Robinson “We know we will
grow. But how do we grow? Let’s be intelli-
pent about il Lets be data-driven, and let's
consider the needs of the community™

“We are dedicated to acheving sustain-
able and equitable growth here in
ington” agreed Roethemeier. = Through
wur work, we have found that preserving
our unsgue and productive farmband, ad-

vancing inmowvative  development, and

improving  our  commuanity  infrastooc-
ture are all inferrelated. All of these goals
are essential to our collective success as a

commuznity” KM



	Fayette alliance 1
	Fayette Allianc 2
	Fayette alliance 3
	fayette alliance 4
	fayette alliance 5

