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R.RIVETER

Created by Lisa Bradley. a former miitary
spouse, and Cameran Cruse, a current military
spouse, H.Hiveter is o multimillion dollar cam:
paniy selling handbags, totes, wallots and more,

Tha twi, whi met while their husbands
wors stationed for Army Hanger training in
Dahlonega, Ga., wore launched into the na
tanal spotlight in part thanks to o successful
7010 appoarance on Shark Tank. | hoowgh their
company, named as o nod Lo Hoso the Riveter
of Wil fama, they are on a mission (o provide
employment to other military spouses across
the country.

Each RKiveter product is handmade by the
comgany’s “remote riveters™ — more than 80
o date — who wark from their homes, many
at military bases scross the country. Neither
Bradley nor Cruse had previous entreproneur-
i, retail or manufacturing experience, but that
didn't stop them from chasing their dream.
“We just realized that if we wanted something
professionally, we were going to have to build
it,” says Cruse, the company’s chief creative of-
ficer. “But we also ized that we weren't
thee only ones [struggling to find employment ).
* mriveter.com
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“We couldn't be
prouder that the
work that we do
is able to provide
military spouses
with a sense of
(entrepreneurial)
identity and
maobile flexible
income.”

— CAMERDN CRUSE,
R Riveler

CHARLIEMADISON ORIGINALS

Former military spouse Wendy Hively,
whose husband retired in 2007 after
o 20-year cancer with the U5, Navy,
Fousnaded Charfiermadizon Originals to
celebrate military spouse milestones
through collectible jewelry.

Hively's comipany offers bracelets
1O COMEMEIMoraLe & military spouss’s
upcoming deplsyment — including the
“in My Heart” bracedet — and militsry
spouse and military mam pride, along
with neckiaces dedicated to each service
ranch, just 1o name & fow,

Fin's furimy, becsuses n some wiys
v fely more connected to the military
commamity in the years since my
husband retired than when we were in
it.” says Hively, who creates each plece
by hand Tram her hame in Fredarick,
M., while halding down a full-time job
as a regulatory compliance officer with
the U4 Foed and Drug Administration.

in sddition Lo hosting a Fecelook
cammunity io support miliiary moms
and spouses, Hively has started a blog
1o ealebrate ather military spouse
entreprenaurs on the Charliemacdisen
Originala wabiaite, She also donates
& percent of the company’s profits
wach yaar to agancias snd charities
that SupRor veterans and sctive-duty
mulitary famibas, including Semper KB
Azslgtencs Dogs #nd this MBERo Project.
¥ charemadisomanging s, com

“1 hear from
military spouses
who may be having
atoughdayora
tough season, and
they feel connected
(through the
jewelry) to other
people who are
going through the
same thing, even
though they may
not know them."

WENDY HIVELY,
Charliemadizon Originaty
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UNIQUE PLBZ

FaFmet A Forco apouse Micole O°Brien, whoso
husband ratirid fram Lhe military if 2007, kil
Limbcquet Bz, a compary that crostos custorn arl
out of license plotes. Launched in 2012 a1 a military
base gift shop in Jagan, whore the couple was

stationed, tha ides has been popular since day one,

it the company roally toak off five yoars ago
whan O'lren got a contract o soll 0t HomeGoods
natisnally, She now has o professionas!
mamdacturing facility in Rhode island and sefls
heer art — including hoense plate signs, birdhouses
and canistors — on Amacon, throwgh her own
wiebsite and at specialty boutigues across the
country.

#nved in addition to brightening walls and
homes with creative ioense plate art — often
incorporating state plates that have special
meaning bo hor dients — Olrien has made it a
comgarny mission to hire military spouses and
weterans when possible. And to help others market
and sell their handmade crafis, she recently
Founded Operation Made, a gift shop that stocks
weteran and military-spouse-made items. The
store’s selection of goods such as hand -forged
knives, coffe beans, jerky and candles are also
available online at operationmaode.com.

“Ueirg a military spouse is a tremendous

oppartunity, but it's alsa realty hard,” O'irien says.
* wnigqueplBe com
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“Having
something
of my own
during my
time asa
military
spouse
was really
important
to me. It
helped me

develop into

whao | am
today.”

— MICOLE 0FBRIEM,
Uniggue PIRZ

Westhouse foundar and prowsd Army spouse
Serens West — who is currently stationed in
Wirginia while her hushand works st the Pentagon
unglerstands the challenges of mifitary life.
*ihis is duty station menber eqght forus,” says
‘Wesat, & military spouse of 15 years and mom ol
two wha hiss previeusly called Army bases from
Garenary o Kentucky hoeme. "We've been all over.”
‘Wil Wesi had wishens of going to law scheol
after colloge, she quickly discovered that ber
coreer path “could not exist independently of the
Arrmy lile that | wos going Lo be fving,” she says
*I realized | needed Lo Tind somathing that was
imerasting to me, that allawed me o contribute
Tinancially 1o avy family, but that also allowed ma o
maingaln the Nexibility that milidary like reguired.”
T rersull was Westhause, an anline beutigue
launched in 2017 that offars an array of luunous
arg packages, military-Insplred [wms, corporste
aifts and more
s she has worked to build Wasthause from
the ground up, West has folt smpowerad and
winie of camaraders with other military spouse
antraprancere. | hore'd jay In continuity for s lot of
s, Wist mays,
* ahapwostheuse.com

“Just to be
able to say,1
may not know
where I'm
going next, but
this (business)
is something
that | love
doing, and no
matter what, I'll
be able to make
it work in the
next place.”

SERENA WEST,
Wes thouse
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